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Celebrating Women Pioneer 
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Doucia (Raymond) Daoust 

Celebrating Women Pioneer  

Doucia was a very active member of the 
« ƭΩ¦ƴƛƻƴ catholique des fermières (UCF) » which 
became in 1969  « ƭΩ¦ƴƛƻƴ Culturelle des franco-
ontariennes (UCFO) ». She is one of the founding 
members of the Sarsfield Club (1942), for which 
she served as President 11 times within a period 
of 24 years and has been a member for over 50 
years. 
 

Within the club she was designated as the 
weaving teacher and enjoyed sharing her 
knowledge with whoever wanted to weave. She 
even weaved some wool alter cloth for the 
parish. She was an avid competitor within the 
local and regional competition which leads her 
to receive many prizes. 
 

She received the following Service Recognition 
for her involvement within the Sarsfield Club.  In 
1967, at the Regional Congress in St-Pascal, she 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƘŜǊ нр ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ medal. Thereafter 
she received the 30 years, 40 years, 45 years and 
finally the 50 years recognition.  



Doucia (Raymond) Daoust 

Celebrating Women Pioneer  

Doucia Raymond was born in 1901. She married 
Zotique Daoust, born in 1906 and son of 
Onézime Daoust, one of the first pioneers of 
Sarsfield that arrived in 1858. Zotique died in 
1966 at the age of 60 years old. 
 

Doucia lived on the Daoust family farm for many 
years which is now occupied by André Dessaint 
on Dessaint Street. She also lived on Sarsfield 
Street which one of the houses is now occupied 
by her niece Yolande Daoust.  
 

Afterward, she resided at the Villa Blanche 
(Rockland, On) up to her death in 1995 at the 
age of 94 years old. 
 



Murielle Desjardins-Vinette 

Celebrating Women Pioneer  

Murielle, eldest daughter of Dorima Desjardins 
and of Marie-Marthe Beauchamp, was born on 
October 9, 1949. 
  

On May 16, 1981, she married Louis Vinette, son 
of Alcide Vinette and Marguerite Gascon.  They 
set up home in Clarence Creek. 
  

Murielle went to St-Hughes School in Sarsfield up 
to her grade 10 and finished her secondary 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hǘǘŀǿŀ άPensionnat du Sacré-
/ƻŜǳǊέ όмфст-1969).  Afterward, she completed 
ƛƴ мфто ŀ άBaccalauréat  ès ŀǊǘέ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
άBaccalauréat en Éducationέ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ мфум ŀ 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛƴ άSpécialiste en méthodes primairesέΦ 
 

In 1969 got a job as a teacher within the άConseil 
des Écoles Catholiques Romaines de /ŀǊƭŜǘƻƴέΦ 
She was back to her primary school, but this time 
as a 19 years old teacher.  From September 1969 
to June 1982, she teaches grades 3 to grade 6.  
As of September 1982, she teaches pre-
kindergarten and kindergarten.  
 

  
In 34 years of service (1969-2003), she teaches 
29 doubled courses and welcomed 954 students 
which is a average of 25 students per class.  This 
allowed her to see a few generations go through 
as a student or as a teacher.  She had the 
opportunity to see in her classes, kids of her pass 
students, which is a first and second generation. 



Murielle Desjardins-Vinette 

Celebrating Women Pioneer  

Forty four years in the same school, is an 
accomplishment, and this, 10 years as a student 
ŀƴŘ оп ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴ нлло ǘƘŀǘ 
she retired as a teacher when the school closed 
down. 
  

Murielle had other passions, such as painting, 
reading and theater.  Her travels where always 
around theater. Furthermore, she had 
developed a passion for genealogy to which she 
would spend most of her weekends. She had a 
project of putting together her family 
genealogy. 
  

Following an illness, she died in 2007. 



Germaine (Lafrance) Dessaint 

Celebrating Women Pioneer  

Presentation by Dany Brisebois, grand daughter. 
 

LΩŘ like to thank those responsible for choosing to 
honour my grand-mother Germaine Dessaint on 
ǘƘƛǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ  bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L 
believe she greatly deserves it, but because it gives 
me a chance to let her know how much I love and 
admire her.   
  

I heard that we are recognizing άDǊŀƴŘ-mamanέ as 
ŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ άƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅέ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΦ  LΩƳ 
guessing this is to emphasize the fact that to simply 
be a woman in this imperfect world requires 
courage and is deserving of recognition.  Well I 
ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŀƴ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǿƻƳŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ DŜǊƳŀƛƴŜ 
Dessaint ƛǎ άƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅέΣ ǘƘŜƴ LΩƳ ƛƴƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ 
to be in that same category.  
 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴ άƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǿƻƳŀƴέ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΚ  ! ǿƻƳŀƴ 
who has done basically what other women of her 
generation did.  Then everyone who knows 
DŜǊƳŀƛƴŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ a 
lot ƻŦ άŜȄǘǊŀέ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ άƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅΦ 

  
  
  



Germaine (Lafrance) Dessaint 

Celebrating Women Pioneer  

LǘΩǎ ordinary to have worked for a salary as a young 
ǿƻƳŀƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊȅΦ  LǘΩǎ 
extraordinary, at the tender age of twenty-one, to 
find herself ς not in an intimate duet with her new 
husband, but in a complicated dance as the head of 
an already busy household.  There were five adults in 
this house, most of whom were men, and none of 
whom could be expected to take on the running of 
the household.  It was άDǊŀƴŘ-mamanέ who, without 
any real domestic experience, pushed up her sleeves 
and commenced to turn this two-story house into a 
home.  To hear her tell it, άDǊŀƴŘ-mamanέ did this 
with a few touches of paint and some creative 
decorating.  I know that along with those touches of 
paint, she added touches of love, compassion and 
caring, and ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ made the house a 
home. 
 

LǘΩǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜΤ  ƛǘΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ 
ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ DŜǊƳŀƛƴŜΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ  άDǊŀƴŘ-
ƳŀƳŀƴΩǎέ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ς my mom, my aunts and my 
uncles, had freedom, happiness, and joy ς they 
sometimes got into mischief, but they learned by 
example the lesson of generosity and selflessness.  



Germaine (Lafrance) Dessaint 

Celebrating Women Pioneer  

 LǘΩǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ άƘƻƳŜƳŀƪŜǊέΤ ƛǘΩǎ 
extraordinary to have had her door always open, 
and her table always set -- for cousins, friends, farm-
hands -- for whoever needed shelter, comfort, food, 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
been also seamstress, gardener, preserves-maker, 
baker, candle-ǎǘƛŎƪ ƳŀƪŜǊ όǿŜƭƭΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
least). 
 

LǘΩǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ 
Sarsfield these past 68 ȅŜŀǊǎΧΤ ƛǘΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǘƻ 
have been actively involved with the UCFO, the 
farmers, the Club ŘΩŃƎŜ ŘΩƻǊ, Ste-Anne la vie 
montanteΧ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ 
those organisations needed a volunteer for 
anything.  Being that active in so many circles 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ άGrand-mamanέ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
friends ς Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ άDƻƭŘŜƴ DƛǊƭǎέΦ 
 

LǘΩǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǿƛŦŜΤ  ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ 
extraordinary to have been, for every day of their 59 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ǎƻǳƭ-mate, enriching 
his life with her selflessness, her 
courage, and her love.  Jean-Noël himself put it in 

those words.  For me, as an impressionable young 
girl in a world of separations and divorces, Grand-
maman and Grand-papa were the ideal couple I 
longed to emulate one day.  
  

LǘΩǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅΣ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊƛȊŜŘΣ ŘƛƎƛǘƛȊŜŘΣ 
quantified 21st century, to find oneself defined by 
numbers;  well Germaine 5ŜǎǎŀƛƴǘΩǎ numbers are 
extraordinary:  mother of 11, Grand-mother of 19, 
great-grandmother of 12, mother-in-law of 8.  
Woman of 90. 
  

άDǊŀƴŘ-mamanέ Germaine, you really are  
Number One. 

 



Eva Kennedy 

Celebrating Women Pioneer  

For this next tribute, we are fortunate to have 
input from an accomplished author named 
WƻȅŎŜ YŜƴƴŜŘȅΦ IŜǊ ōƻƻƪ άWǳǎǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ 9ǾŀΥ ¢ƘŜ 
{ǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀƴ ¦ƴŎƻƳƳƻƴ ²ƻƳŀƴέ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
correspondence such as the Weekly Journal and 
letters from Joyce   tell the remarkable story 
that played out in the village of Cumberland. 
 

Eva Kennedy was a registered nurse, the wife of 
/ǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎƭŜǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΣ wƻōŜǊǘ WΦ 
Kennedy, for whom the local arena is named, 
and a dedicated mother. She had extraordinary 
energy. She raised six children during the 
Depression, cared for the sick and injured, 
delivered babies, (many of them in her own 
home) played the church organ every Sunday, 
counselled numerous men and women in 
troubleτand filled in for her husband countless 
times at the Township Office, always without 
pay of course. And that only scratches the 
surface. 


